
Selected Writings Referencing the Justice Index 
 

National Center for Access to Justice 

Contact:  ncaj@fordham.edu 

November 20, 2024 

 

 

The National Center for Access to Justice at Fordham Law School has collected below a set of 

selected writings about the Justice Index that will be of interest to people concerned about the 

quality of access to justice in the United States.  

 

These writings make use of the findings contained in the Justice Index in a variety of ways, such 

as: journalistic reporting on the American legal system, strategic planning conducted by courts 

and government agencies, training of public officials, evidence demonstrating  legal system 

dysfunction, examples of best policies for increasing access to justice, scholarly study of the 

legal system.  

 

Some of the writings show how the Justice Index is being used to support efforts to change the 

law, while others show how the Justice Index is being used to hold officials accountable to 

existing law.   

 

If you would like to submit a document for inclusion in this collection please email it to the 

attention of the NCAJ staff, at ncaj@fordham.edu. 

 

 

2024 

• Texas High Court Delays Rule Changes For Non-Atty Services, Andrea Keckley, 

Law360 (11-6-24) 

• Nevada offers fewer consumer debt protections than almost every other state, report says, 

April Corbin Girnus (3-7-24)  

• SD courts aim to improve language access as diversity, interpreter needs grow,  

Makenzie Huber, South Dakota Searchlight (6-16-24)  

 

2023 

 

• NYC’s wealthy would pay more for parking tickets, other violations if new bill becomes 

law, SILive.com (4-28-23) 

• US Justice Department moves for fines-and-fees reform, backs off bail issue, Hassan 

Kanu, Reuters (4-28-23) 

• NJ clergy push for state to let incarcerated people reduce burdensome debt while in 

prison, Ashley Balcerzak, Bergen Record, northjersey.com (3-16-23) 

• Professor unveils first-ever statewide access to justice report, Andersen Cook, Joseph F. 

Rice School of Law, University of South Carolina (2-22-23) 

• The Access to Justice Index for Federal Administrative Bodies,  

Canadian Agricultural Review Tribunal (June 2023) 

mailto:ncaj@fordham.edu
https://www.law360.com/articles/2257472/texas-high-court-delays-rule-changes-for-non-atty-services
https://nevadacurrent.com/2024/03/07/nevada-offers-fewer-consumer-debt-protections-than-almost-every-other-state-report-says/
https://southdakotasearchlight.com/2024/06/16/sd-courts-aim-to-improve-language-access-as-diversity-interpreter-needs-grow/
https://southdakotasearchlight.com/author/makenzie-huber/
https://www.silive.com/news/2023/04/nycs-wealthy-would-pay-more-for-parking-tickets-other-violations-if-new-bill-becomes-law.html
https://www.silive.com/news/2023/04/nycs-wealthy-would-pay-more-for-parking-tickets-other-violations-if-new-bill-becomes-law.html
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/us-justice-department-moves-fines-and-fees-reform-backs-off-bail-issue-2023-04-28/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2023/03/16/clergy-push-for-nj-to-let-prisoners-reduce-debt-while-incarcerated/70005073007/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/2023/03/16/clergy-push-for-nj-to-let-prisoners-reduce-debt-while-incarcerated/70005073007/
https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/law/about/news/2023/professor_unveils_first_ever_statewide_access_to_justice_report.php
https://cart-crac.gc.ca/about/governance/access-to-justice-index-en.html
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2022 

• Unaffordable Court Fines and Fees: How to Stop Criminalizing Poverty, Lauren Jones, 

Bloomberg (6-28-22) 

• 2022 Annual Report on the New Hampshire Access to Justice Commission to the New 

Hampshire Supreme Court, The NH Access to Justice Commission Co-chairs Justice 

James P. Bassett, Mark C. Rouvalis, Esq. (1-27-23) 

 

2021 

• More Civil-Rights Lawyers Are Needed to Fight Racial-Justice Battles. Philanthropy Can 

Help, Sherrilyn Ifill, Anthony Romero, and Darren Walker, The Chronicle of 

Philanthropy (12-8-21) 

• Non-English Speakers Find Justice Can be Lost in Translation, Jack Karp, Law 360 (8-

22-21) 

 

2020 

• Delaware Ranked Near-Last in National Fines and Fees Index, ACLU Delaware (5-21-

20) 

• Legal Aid Groups Struggle As Coronavirus Pushes More People To The Fringes, Andrew 

Arnold, International Business Times (3-31-20) 

• Coronavirus Could Overwhelm Legal Help for America’s Poor – Todd Ruger, CQ-Roll 

Call, Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise (4-2-20) 

 

2019 

• Development of An Access to Justice Index for Federal Administrative Bodies (in 

Canada), Department of Justice, Government of Canada (10/17/19) 

• Civil Justice Needs Federal Leadership – Maha Jweied and Karen Lash, Center for 

American Progress  (09/16/19) 

• The Work of the Oklahoma Access to Justice Commission – David Riggs, Oklahoma Bar 

Journal (08/2019) 

• By the Numbers:  Maryland’s Judicial System, According to the State’s Chief Judge – 

Pamela Wood, The Baltimore Sun (02/6/19) 

• David Udell Dishes on Growing Access to Justice Research – RJ Vogt, Law360 

(01/28/19) 

• Language Access Plan – State of Nebraska, Judicial Branch, Language Access Plan 

(2019) 

2018 

• Legal Technicians Step In To Fight Justice Gap – Adam Rhodes, Law360 (11/18/18) 

• Legal Aid Funder Faces Existential Crisis Under Trump – RJ Vogt, Law 360 (10/28/18) 

• Filling the Statewide Demand for Free Legal Services – Emily Baucum, News 4 San 

Antonio (10/23/18) 

• Sustainable Development Report of the United States 2018 – Jeffrey D. Sachs, Alainna 

Lynch, Anna LoPresti, and Caroline Fox, SDG USA and Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network (09/01/18) 

• A ‘Quiet’ Closing with Resounding Impacts on Equal Justice – Jonathan Lippman, 

Matthew Diller, and David Udell, The Hill (03/02/18) 

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/unaffordable-court-fines-and-fees-how-to-stop-criminalizing-poverty
https://www.courts.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt471/files/inline-documents/sonh/nh-atj-commission-2022-annual-report_final.pdf
https://www.courts.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt471/files/inline-documents/sonh/nh-atj-commission-2022-annual-report_final.pdf
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/more-civil-rights-lawyers-are-needed-to-fight-racial-justice-battles-philanthropy-can-help
https://www.philanthropy.com/article/more-civil-rights-lawyers-are-needed-to-fight-racial-justice-battles-philanthropy-can-help
https://www.law360.com/articles/1414594/non-english-speakers-find-justice-can-be-lost-in-translation
https://www.aclu-de.org/en/news/press-release-delaware-court-system-ranked-near-last-national-fines-and-fees-index
https://www.ibtimes.com/legal-aid-groups-struggle-coronavirus-pushes-more-people-fringes-2950241
https://www.examiner-enterprise.com/news/20200402/coronavirus-could-overwhelm-legal-help-for-america8217s-poor
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/jr/fab-eaf/p3.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/jr/fab-eaf/p3.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/democracy/reports/2019/09/16/474354/civil-justice-needs-federal-leadership/
https://www.okbar.org/barjournal/aug2019/obj9006riggs/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-judiciary-numbers-20190206-story.html
https://www.law360.com/access-to-justice/articles/1120916/david-udell-dishes-on-growing-access-to-justice-research?nl_pk=beeea10e-9b2b-4628-bec6-277ec2131ce1&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=access-to-justice
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/2019_Language_Access_Plan_-_FINAL.pdf
https://www.law360.com/articles/1101225/legal-technicians-step-in-to-fight-justice-gap
https://www.law360.com/articles/1094693/legal-aid-funder-faces-existential-crisis-under-trump
https://news4sanantonio.com/news/trouble-shooters/filling-the-statewide-demand-for-free-legal-services
https://www.sdgusa.org/uploads/SDGreport2018.pdf
https://thehill.com/opinion/criminal-justice/376254-a-quiet-closing-with-resounding-impacts-on-equal-justice
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• The Future of Access to Justice – Jon Laramore, Indiana Law Review (2018) 

 

2017 

• The Access to Justice Movement in Colorado – Bridge to Justice (9/19/17) 

• Justice Index Gets ABA Pro Bono Award – Richard Zorza, Richard Zorza’s Access to 

Justice Blog (7/31/17) 

• Trump’s Cuts to Legal Aid Programs Would Hurt Low-Income Texans – John Bogna, 

The Houston Press (4/27/17) 

• Domestic Violence Victims Could Lose Funding To Hire Lawyers Under Trump 

Budget – Josh Keefe, International Business Times ( 03/16/2017) 

• How Baltimore is using the Sustainable Development Goals to make a more just city, 

Carey L. Biron, Citiscope (03/09/2017)(reprinted by Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network) 

• Targeted Fines and Fees Against Communities of Color – US Commission on Civil 

Rights (2017) 

• Interpreting Justice:  Progress & Challenges on Language Access, Asian Pacific 

American Perspective – National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (2017) 

2016 

• Massachusetts Awarded Grant to Improve Access to Justice – Massachusetts Courts – 

Mass.Gov. (11/15/2016) 

• Law Schools Must Focus on Access to Justice – Jonathan Lippman, Matthew Diller & 

David Udell, The National Law Journal (09/26/2016) 

• For Thousands, Civil Courts Are Out of Reach – Trevor Brown, Oklahoma Watch 

(09/20/2016) 

• Report: Language Access in State Courts – U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights 

Division (09/01/2016) 

• In Many Courtrooms, Bad Interpreters Can Mean Justice Denied – Rebecca Beitsch, 

Stateline (08/17/2016) 

• The Poor Suffer in Civil Court, Just Like Criminal Court– Nellie Bailey, Black Agenda 

Radio (08/19/2016) 

• Guidance Note: Framework for Measuring Access to Justice Including Specific 

Challenges Facing Women – Teresa Marchioni, UN Women in partnership with the 

Council of Europe (07/01/16) 

• What Does Access to Justice Require? – Overcoming barriers to invoke the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities – Kevin M. Cremin, 

Frontiers of Law in China (06/01/2016) 

• Undue process: Poor people lose homes, children and money without a lawyer – Daniel 

Denvir, Salon (05/19/2016) 

• One More Way the Courts Aren’t Working for the Poor – Michelle Chen, The Nation 

(05/16/2016) 

• How the High Cost of Justice Pushes the Poor into Prison – Alice Speri, The Intercept 

(05/13/2016) 

• Illinois ranks in top 10 for court access: Report – David Thomas, Chicago Daily Law 

Bulletin (05/13/2016) 

• There’s a devastating shortage of lawyers in the US who can help the poor with eviction 

or child custody cases – Hanna Kozlowska, Quartz (05/12/2016) 

https://mckinneylaw.iu.edu/ilr/pdf/vol51p19.pdf
https://www.boulderbridgetojustice.org/access-to-justice-in-colorado
https://accesstojustice.net/2017/07/31/justice-index-gets-aba-pro-bono-award/
https://www.houstonpress.com/news/trumps-legal-aid-cuts-could-hurt-the-poorest-texans-9385915
https://www.ibtimes.com/domestic-violence-victims-could-lose-funding-hire-lawyers-under-trump-budget-2509672
https://www.ibtimes.com/domestic-violence-victims-could-lose-funding-hire-lawyers-under-trump-budget-2509672
https://www.local2030.org/story/view/70#:~:text=The%20Baltimore%20project%20has%20particularly,access%20to%20justice%20for%20all%E2%80%9D.
https://www.usccr.gov/pubs/docs/Statutory_Enforcement_Report2017.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.napaba.org/resource/resmgr/Language_Access/NAPABA_LanguageAccessReport_.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.napaba.org/resource/resmgr/Language_Access/NAPABA_LanguageAccessReport_.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/courts/news-pubs/sjc/2016/massachusetts-awarded-grant-to-improve-access-to-justice.html
http://www.nationallawjournal.com/home/id=1202768467294/Law-Schools-Must-Focus-on-Access-to-Justice?mcode=1202615432217&curindex=1&slreturn=20170020151634
https://oklahomawatch.org/2016/09/20/for-thousands-civil-justice-is-out-of-reach/
https://www.justice.gov/crt/file/892036/download
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2016/08/17/in-many-courtrooms-bad-interpreters-can-mean-justice-denied
https://www.blackagendareport.com/blackagendaradio_20160718
https://rm.coe.int/168069cf4e
https://rm.coe.int/168069cf4e
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/frolch11&div=20&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/frolch11&div=20&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
https://www.salon.com/2016/05/19/this_is_how_we_fight_back_race_big_banks_and_a_secret_weapon_for_justice/
https://www.thenation.com/article/one-more-way-the-courts-arent-working-for-the-poor/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&utm_term=daily
https://theintercept.com/2016/05/13/too-poor-for-justice/
https://ncforaj.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/CHICAGO-DAILY-LAW-BULLETIN.pdf
https://qz.com/681971/for-every-10000-poor-people-in-the-united-states-theres-less-than-1-lawyer-who-can-help-them-with-an-eviction-or-child-custody-case/
https://qz.com/681971/for-every-10000-poor-people-in-the-united-states-theres-less-than-1-lawyer-who-can-help-them-with-an-eviction-or-child-custody-case/
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• These states have the best and worst civil access to justice – Debra Cassens Weiss, ABA 

Journal (05/12/2016) 

• Court interpreters “invaluable” – Michelle Iracheta, The Garden Island (05/12/2016) 

• State briefs for May 12 – Hawaii Tribune-Herald (05/12/2016) 

• Poor people don’t stand a chance in court – Bryce Covert, Think Progress (05/11/2016) 

• How States Are Failing to Provide Justice for All – Jared Keller, Pacific Standard 

(05/11/2016) 

• New Data, Companion Website, Score States on Access to Justice  – Robert 

Ambrogi, Law Sites (05/11/2016) 

• New York State civil courts rank 22nd in access for poor  – Zachary R. Dowdy, Newsday 

(05/11/2016) 

• Pobres e inmigrantes tienen menos acceso a abogados en casos civiles  – Maria Pena, El 

Diario (05/11/2016) 

• Hawaii court interpreter service gets top national ranking  – Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

(05/11/2016) 

• Hawaii Ranks No. 3 In Access To Justice – Rui Kaneya, Honolulu Civil Beat 

(05/11/2016) 

• Hawaii court interpreter service gets top national ranking  – Jennifer Sinco Kelleher, 

Hawaii News Now (05/11/2016) 

• Hawaii court interpreter service gets top national ranking  – Alex Cerball, Khon2 

(05/11/2016) 

• Hawaii court interpreter service gets top national ranking  – Jennifer Sinco Kelleher, 

West Hawaii Today (05/11/2016) 

• Hawai’i Courts Rank Third in Accessibility  – Big Island Now (05/11/2016) 

• Hawaii court interpreter service gets top national ranking  – Jennifer Sinco Kelleher, The 

Washington Times (05/11/2016) 

• Access to Justice Best in D.C. and Massachusetts, Worst in Mississippi and Wyoming  – 

Karen Sloan, The National Law Journal (05/10/2016) 

•  Bob Herbert’s Op-Ed.TV: David Udell on Legal Representation in Civil Court  – CUNY 

TV (03/28/2016) 

• Justice Moves Slowly For Those Who Need Interpreters – Wendy N. Davis, The 

Washington Times (05/11/2016) 

• White House Legal Aid Interagency Roundtable: Civil Legal Aid Research Workshop 

Report -Maha Jweied & Allie Yang-Green,  U.S. Department of Justice (02/20/2016) 

• What to Do With Your Bonus – Susan Beck,  The American Lawyer (01/03/2016) 

 

2015 

• Report: Comparative Justice Policy Workshop – Open Society Justice Initiative & 

International Development Law Organization (12/01/2015) 

• For criminal justice reform, look to civil legal aid – David Udell, Al Jazeera America 

(09/05/2015) 

• The Justice Gap: How Big Law Is Failing Legal Aid – Susan Beck, The American 

Lawyer (06/29/2015) 

• Survey: Language barriers persist in Pa.’s district courts – Peter Hall, The Intelligencer 

(02/08/2015) 

 

http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/these_states_have_the_best_and_worst_civil_access_to_justice
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/the-garden-island/20160512/281517930338515
https://hawaiitribune-herald.com/news/state/state-briefs-may-12
https://thinkprogress.org/poor-people-dont-stand-a-chance-in-court-7e46bd4e5719/#.lvs6ykqlg
https://psmag.com/news/how-states-are-failing-to-provide-justice-for-all#.udyg64lfk
https://www.lawsitesblog.com/2016/05/new-data-companion-website-score-states-on-access-to-justice.html
https://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/new-york-state-civil-courts-rank-22nd-in-access-for-poor-1.11784981
http://www.eldiariony.com/2016/05/11/pobres-e-inmigrantes-tienen-menos-acceso-a-abogados-en-casos-civiles/
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2016/05/11/breaking-news/hawaii-court-interpreter-service-gets-top-national-ranking/
https://www.staradvertiser.com/2016/05/11/breaking-news/hawaii-court-interpreter-service-gets-top-national-ranking/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/story/31950832/hawaii-court-interpreter-service-gets-top-national-ranking
https://khon2.com/2016/05/11/hawaii-courts-top-nation-with-support-for-non-english-speakers/
https://www.westhawaiitoday.com/news/state-wire/hawaii-court-interpreter-service-gets-top-national-ranking
https://bigislandnow.com/2016/05/11/hawaii-courts-rank-third-in-accessibility/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/may/11/hawaii-court-interpreter-service-gets-top-national/
https://ncforaj.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Access-to-Justice-Best-in-D.C.-and-MA-National-Law-Journal.pdf
https://tv.cuny.edu/show/opedtv/PR2005104
http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/article/justice_moves_slowly_for_those_who_need_interpreters
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/249776.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/249776.pdf
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/may/11/hawaii-court-interpreter-service-gets-top-national/
https://ncforaj.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Report-Comparative-Justice-Policy-Workshop-Hague-Indonesia.pdf
http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2015/9/for-criminal-justice-reform-look-to-civil-legal-aid.html
http://www.americanlawyer.com/id=1202730102717/The-Justice-Gap-How-Big-Law-Is-Failing-Legal-Aid?slreturn=20170020152205
https://www.theintell.com/news/survey-language-barriers-persist-in-pa-s-district-courts/article_3e4d1e4b-2746-550f-b17d-ffe88b677183.html
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2014 

• Some Observations on the Newly Updated Justice Index – Richard Zorza , Richard 

Zorza’s Access to Justice Blog (11/27/2014) 

• States ranked according to Access to Justice for people with disabilities – Autism Daily 

Newscast (12/26/2018) 

• States Ranked On Court Accessibility – Michelle Diament (11/25/2014) 

• ‘Justice Index’ puts Kentucky courts near bottom in nation for service to disadvantaged – 

Lexington Herald Leader (11/18/2014) 

• Equal justice also means equal access – Jacksonville Journal Courier (11/18/2014) 

• State’s access to court ranks lowest in US – The Muskogee Phoenix (11/17/2014) 

• Illinois ranks 49th for how court system serves disadvantaged – The State Journal-

Register (11/17/2014) 

• Connecticut courts rank highest for access – New Haven Register (11/17/2014) 

• Hawaii ranks well in access to justice – Nancy Cook Lauer , West Hawaii Today 

(11/15/2014) 

• Access to Justice Initiatives in the Trial Court: 2009-2014 – Hon. Dina E. Fein & Erika J. 

Rickard, Esq., Executive Office of the Trial Court, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

(06/05/2014) 

• Measuring the Justice Index:  An Important Impetus for Conversation on Access to 

Justice, Jon Weinberg, Pro Bono Net (03/27/14) 

• An Access To Justice Scorebook: Even the best states post so-so grades – Karen Sloan, 

The National Law Journal (03/03/2014) 

• The Justice Index – Margaret Hagan, Open Law Lab (02/28/2014) 

• Online Justice Index Maps Legal Access in America – Katherine Montgomery, Legaltech 

News (02/27/2014) 

• A Big Day — The Justice Index is Launched  – Richard Zorza, Richard Zorza’s Access 

to Justice Blog (02/26/2014) 

• Project Measures Access to Civil Legal Services – Tania Karas, New York Law Journal 

(02/26/2014) 

 

 

 

 

© 2021 THE JUSTICE INDEX, NATIONAL CENTER FOR ACCESS TO JUSTICE 

 

https://accesstojustice.net/2014/11/27/some-observations-on-the-newly-updated-justice-index/
http://autismdailynewscast.com/states-ranked-according-to-access-to-justice-for-people-with-disabilities/19358/adn/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2014/11/25/states-ranked-accessibility/19870/
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/crime/article44524218.html
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/archive/8161
http://www.muskogeephoenix.com/news/oklahoma_news/state-s-access-to-court-ranks-lowest-in-us/article_185ae286-6ee3-11e4-b180-b3eb173bd85b.html
https://www.sj-r.com/article/20141117/news/141119583
https://www.nhregister.com/general-news/20141117/connecticut-courts-rank-highest-for-access
https://westhawaiitoday.com/news/local-news/hawaii-ranks-well-access-justice
https://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/access-to-justice-report-0614.pdf
https://www.connectingjusticecommunities.com/measuring-the-justice-index-an-important-impetus-for-conversations-on-access-to-justice/2014/03/
https://www.connectingjusticecommunities.com/measuring-the-justice-index-an-important-impetus-for-conversations-on-access-to-justice/2014/03/
https://www.law.com/nationallawjournal/almID/1202644985075/An-Access-To-Justice-Scorebook/?slreturn=20170023104338
http://www.openlawlab.com/2014/02/28/justice-index/
https://www.legaltechnews.com/almID/1393517043857/Online-Justice-Index-Maps-Legal-Access-in-America?slreturn=20170023112615/
https://accesstojustice.net/2014/02/26/abig-day-the-justice-index-is-launched/
http://www.newyorklawjournal.com/id=1202644513360/Project+Measures+Access+to+Civil+Legal+Services%3Fmcode=0&curindex=0&curpage=ALL
https://justiceindex.org/
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